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Chapter f orce was progressively reduced to some 5000 men with
___"   a reserve of picked men, which can be called up in
national emergency or in aid of the civil power,
efficiency being maintained by twenty-one days' annual
training.
The Minister for Defence is aided by an advisory
body, the Council for Defence, composed of four
members, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry,
who is chosen from the Dail, the Chief of Staff, the
Adjutant-General, and the Quartermaster-General.
The military members hold office at the pleasure of
the Executive Council, and the maximum tenure of
office is three years continuously.
Considerable difficulty has been experienced in keep-
ing the Army free from faction, and the advent of Mr.
De Valera to office has increased the delicacy of its
position and the danger to public safety through the
resumption of activities by the Irish Republican Army,
a force unrecognised by law, and under Mr. Cosgrave's
regime the object of severe repressive legislation, now
suspended in operation.
Newfoundland has frankly abandoned any effort to
provide for military defence, as a result inter alia of the
lack of funds and the recognition of the dependence of
the Do-minion on British naval protection.
The cessation of the practice of stationing imperial
troops in the Dominions renders for the time being the
power of the Dominions to repeal the Army Act in its
application to their territories of no importance. But it
is clear that under the new conditions it is necessary to
secure that, if any troops from the United Kingdom or
a Domini on should be stationed by agreement in a
Dominion or the United Kingdom, there should be